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The only certainty in the future are surprises, some of which will be very surprising 

surprises. To speculate upon what they will be is at best a game; at worst they can 

bring economic and social disaster. The only certainty about certainty is its 

uncertainty. 

 

We can set objectives, we can experiment and we can hope to create better solutions. 

But solutions for what future? If the idea of progress is still synonymous with the 

future, the present meaning of progress requires understanding. 

 

The modernistic notion of progress was based on optimism, yet, now evident all 

around us are the social and environmental consequences of it. Individuals have 

become more passive and more powerless vis-a-vis the overwhelming presence of 

society, as that society seeks ever increasing apparent power over nature. Yet, as we 

watch competition globalize, the tempo of technological innovation, originating from 

man's desire to master nature, can no longer be controlled even by the most advanced 

societies, but is accelerating through the interplay of worldwide forces with little 

control or overall purpose. Everyone and every country are affected. 

In advanced industrialised countries, the continuation of technological progress for 

economic power, the continued amassing of worldly goods is neither a valid national 

purpose nor one which will provide personal satisfaction. National spirit or 

achievement can no longer be measured by GNP. In this century, the idea of modernity 

attempted to distribute the wealth within industrialised societies resulting from 

economic growth. Only the type of government differed from society to society, but in 

each there was a notion of a better future for man. Without an idea of a future, 

political activity would have no defined direction or aim. This idea of future gives the 

modern age a characteristic which is essentially optimistic. 

The modernistic notion of progress is no longer satisfactory or appropriate.  

Why is progress considered so important? 

Is the idea of progress "more gain than loss"? What happens when there is "more loss 

than gain" - distress, poverty, unemployment? 

Is it because individuals can measure their own idea of it - achievement, success; 

because companies within which the individual works can also measure it - growth 

+profit; and because nations can measure it - GNP and low unemployment? 

Is progress a measure of the quality of life, or rather a quality of life compared to that 

in another society or country? 

Does our society limit the measure of progress to scientific knowledge, technological 
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and economic achievements? 

What happened to man's moral and ethical development as a measure of progress? 

 

In our society, we have seen workers become consumers, and it is this paradigm which 

has led to the big shed phenomenon more than any other.  

The relentless pursuit of worldly goods, in excess, and the continuation of technical 

progress to sustain it, lies at the very heart of much supershed architecture - storage, 

distribution, retail. 

Consumerism has created, in the very broadest sense, the first consumer generation 

obliged to begin cleaning up the environment; but we are also the first to have been 

able to measure and recognise the damage, and the first who should now know how to 

behave better. 

 

Sustainability maybe relatively new to us, but it has been and still is a way of life for 

many societies.  

A new (human) economic order is required where there is more ecological or holistic 

economic exchange as a basis for man's collective well-being and survival. 

 

Because architecture is rooted in material, and light its primary one, the legitimate 

response of many architects is to focus their attentions on the nature of its 

performance - more with less - lighter, light interactive, intelligently responsive, 

healthier, recyclable etc. By aiming to use materials which use less energy at all stages 

in their evolution towards an element of architecture and aiming to obtain higher 

performances in terms of energy efficiency, architects are expressing a desire to seek 

better data about material sourcing, processing, manufacture and their behaviour in 

use. 

 

As this information becomes clearer and more easily available, and architects begin to 

use it more intelligently, architecture will evolve positively in response to the world 

that we have around us today. 

Healthy built environments for humans comprise one important aspect of a continuing 

biosphere. 

 

Our architectural thoughts are inescapably concerned with the past, present and 

future.  

In the act of designing we are acknowledge what we have already learned and 
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experienced, and we have to consider what could be the consequences of our designs 

in the future. 

This last consideration implies that we speculate, yet we cannot predict. If we do not 

speculate then we are accepting the accepted. Through speculation we can find 

innovation. As designers we speculate on the social and material aspects of shelter. 

We also recognise that the materiality of architecture is inextricably linked to social 

behaviour and use of the building. Searching for appropriate solutions to particular 

situations drives innovation, not innovation for its own sake.  

 

Material research informs us of present and past performance, whether this or that 

material was successfully and appropriately used on land or water, in air or space. 

History shows us how new structures and architectures developed from new materials 

and techniques; so too will the materials of our immediate future release us more and 

more from the bondage of static buildings. Information processing gives architects a 

renewed chance to reveal humanity, and human scale in the material products of the 

building industry. 

 

Architects, together with all those involved in the creation of our built environment, 

can and perhaps should try to make evident the fact that design and environmental 

concerns are the same issue in a new synthetic design methodology for the 21st 

century. While striving for appropriate and beautiful architecture, we must also act 

with compassion and with a social conscience.  

We need to make metaphorical intelligence and humanity evident in our designs. 

 

The process of architecture is fundamentally concerned with providing society with 

better technical, environmental and aesthetic solutions for different types of shelter 

for different human activities. 

As we approach the next century, a new optimism must be based upon working better 

with people and the environment, by not attempting to dominate them, but acting 

with them, with local sensitivity and global awareness.  

In this, architecture has a significant role to play as a mediator between culture and 

commerce; and perhaps can give some signposts as to how we may make progress in 

rebalancing our present "civilised disequilibrium", where ideology or technology or 

social organisation are clearly out of sync with each other. 
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